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We are the largest network for 
coffee companies in Europe.

The German Coffee Association 
represents more than 380 small and 
large companies along the entire 
coffee value chain.

About us
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LIEFERKETTENSORGFALTSPFLICHTENGESETZ 
(LkSG)

German Act on Corporate Due Diligence Obligations for the Prevention of Human Rights 
Violations in Supply Chains



▪ Collapse of a garment factory 
supplying global fashion brands

▪ Over 1,130 fatalities and more 
than 2,500 injuries

▪ The disaster was preventable; 
large cracks in the building had 
been visible beforehand

24 April 2013: Rana Plaza, Bangladesh



▪ The LkSG is part of a global legal 
standard-setting process

▪ It represents Germany’s national 
implementation of the UN Guiding Principles 
on Business and Human Rights

Why do we have a law with 36 letters?



German Act on Corporate Due 
Diligence Obligations (LkSG)
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01 | Human rights strategy 
& policy statement 

02 | Risk management 
and analysis

03 | Preventive measures 
and remedial actions

04 | Complaints
procedure

05 | Documentation 
and reporting 



▪ Objective: Practical support for the 
implementation of the LkSG

▪ Why it matters? 
Human rights, labour rights, and 
environmental issues impact the entire 
sector and are critical to its future

▪ Our Conviction: 
Collaboration is the strongest path forward

The German Coffee Association‘s 
collaborative approach to due 
diligence 



Due Diligence Project in Brazil 

Our approach to Due Diligence legislations: 
Offering practical support for the implementation

Risk Analysis of 18 most 
important coffee 

producing countries 

Joint Grievance Mechanism

18 reports 
of the most 
important 

coffee 
producing 
countries



Key learnings: 
▪ Raising awareness of 

due diligence 
legislations is 
essential

▪ Leveraging existing 
initiatives in the 
coffee sector 
enhances 
effectiveness

Awareness-raising with Brazilian partners

1.) Audio course + visuals on LkSG 
(distributed via whatsapp)

2.) Videocourse on Human Rights, Due Diligence 
Legislations and Synergies with Brazilian Legislation



Thank you for your attention!

Dr. Charlotte Heyl
Director Sustainability
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